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Food Waste Accounting

Although the concept of food saving and minimizing food waste has been deeply rooted in
the cultures and traditions of societies, in recent years there has been increasing reflection
on food disposal and the reduction of food waste. Nowadays, there is growing awareness of
the need to utilize food waste within the context of a circular economy. This is something
previous generations already practiced—food scraps were fed to domestic animals or used
in compost production. However, what is easily applicable in rural areas is not as easily
implemented in large cities. Therefore, food waste disposal is not only an ecological problem,
but food waste is primarily an issue for those who generate it, as it has material value and
can represent significant costs—both in the personal budgets of individuals and in the
budgets of businesses and public institutions. In order to raise awareness about the cost of
food waste, it is first necessary to determine the quantity and value of the discarded food.
The contribution of the accounting profession to reducing food waste is reflected primarily
in the process of determining (quantifying) the amount of food waste and in assigning value
to that waste. While it may not be too complicated for individuals to estimate the quantity
and value of discarded food in their own households, the calculation becomes more complex
when considering corporations, where food waste occurs throughout the entire production
process—from harvest to the final product. Determining the quantity and value of food
waste becomes particularly complicated when such values must be calculated for an
individual country, a group of countries, or the world as a whole. The United Nations, in its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), under Goal 12 - Responsible Consumption and
Production, states that the aim is to halve food waste both at the consumption level and
during food production and supply. To track society’s progress in achieving this SDG, models
such as the one by De Laurentiis et al. (2021)2 have been developed, designed to calculate
the cost of food waste in the European Union from 2002 to 2017. Thus, food waste
accounting is the process of determining the quantity and value of food waste, which
becomes increasingly complex with the complexity of the system for which these quantities
and values must be calculated.



