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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 
 
 
Prof Joan Costa-i-Font 
 
Professor Joan Costa-i-Font is a Professor of Health Economics, the team leader of the 
Ageing and Health Incentives Lab (AHIL), and a faculty associate of the International 
Inequalities Institute at the London School of Economics. He is a network research fellow at 
CESifo (since 2008), HEDG (since 2007) and IZA (since 2017). He has taught at the University 
of Barcelona, Universita Cattolica, and Paris Dauphine, and has held visiting research 
positions at the University of Munich (2008), Oxford University (2009), Boston College 
(2013) and UCL (2016).  
 
Joan has earned both a Harkness Fellowship at Harvard University and a Marie Curie 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at the LSE. He is a visiting scholar in policy evaluation at 
Sciences Po in Paris in 2022/23 and has been the principal investigator in several research 
projects and has served as a consultant for a number of international (the World Bank, the 
Inter-American Development Bank, the World Health Organisation, Public Health England 
and the European Commission), and national organisations (Cabinet Office, NIHR, Public 
Health England, House of Lords).  
 
 
Prof Aleksandra Torbica 
 
Prof. Aleksandra Torbica, MSc, PhD is the President of the Italian Health Economics 
Association (AIES) and President-Elect of the European Health Economics Association 
(EuHEA). She is the Associate Professor at the Department of Social and Political Sciences 
and until 2023, she was the Director of Centre for Research for Health and Social Care 
Management (CERGAS) at Bocconi University, Milan, Italy. She holds the MSc degree in 
Health Economics, Management and Policy from Bocconi University and PhD in Economics 
and Management of Public Organizations from University of Parma.  
 
Aleksandra’s work is driven by ambition to generate knowledge that creates tangible social 
impact. Her research interests lie on the intersection between health economics, health 
policy and public health as she believes that creating bridges between different disciplines 
and methodologies is the only way to understand complex phenomena.   
 
She obtained several research grants and coordinated important research projects funded 
by the European Commission and international donor agencies. She co-authored more 
than 100 papers in prestigious outlets in health economics, health services research and 
health policy fields. Since 2016, she is serving as Co-Editor of Value in Health journal. In the 
period from 2020 to 2021 she has acted as Special Advisor to the Chair of Pan European 
Commission on Health and Sustainable Development, endorsed by WHO Regional Office 
for Europe. 
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1st Croatian Health Economics Workshop 
Opatija, 8th -10th June 2023 

 
Workshop Programme  

 
 

 Thursday 8th June 2023 

 19.00-20:00 Welcome drinks and kick-off event 

 From 20:00 Dinner 

Session nr. Friday 9th June 2023 

1 10:15-10:50 

The intention of Croatian nursing students to migrate abroad:  
a survey of push and pull factors 
 
Presenter: Lana Kordić (University of Split, Croatia) 
Discussant: Matt Sutton (University of Manchester, UK) 

2 10:55-11:30 

The effect of physician density on colorectal cancer stage at 
diagnosis: causal inference methods for spatial data applied on 
regional-level data 
 
Presenter: Dajana Draganic (University of Oslo, Norway) 
Discussant: Luke Munford (University of Manchester, UK) 

3 11:35-12:10 

The impact of the location of the primary care team on the attraction 
and retention of physiotherapists. 
 
Presenter: Galharret Yoann (Université Paris-Est Créteil, France) 
Discussant: Igor Francetic (University of Manchester, UK) 

4 12:15-12:50 

Indication-based pricing of the pharmaceuticals in Croatia:  
A necessary analysis and consideration 
 
Presenter: Ismar Velić (University of Rijeka, Croatia) 
Discussant: Sabine Vogler (Austrian Public Health Institute) 

 13:00-14:00 Lunch break 

5 14:00-14:35 

The effect of potential out-of-pocket payments on drug prices and 
quantities 
 
Presenter: Christian Schmid (CSS Institute, Switzerland) 
Discussant: Rita Santos (University of York, UK) 

6 14:40-15:15 

Voluntary health insurance for long-term care. A comparative study 
of four European countries specifically focused on the population 
over 50 yo 
 
Presenter: Kateryna Riabchenko (SUPSI, Switzerland) 
Discussant: Valentina Prevolnik Rupel (Institute of Economic 
Research, Slovenia) 

 15:15-15:45 Coffee Break 

7 15:45-16:20 

Passing on the hot potato. Cost shifting behaviour of Dutch 
municipalities to the central government 
 
Presenter: Yvonne Krabbe-Alkemade (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
Netherlands) 
Discussant: Romina Pržiklas Družeta (University of Pula, Croatia) 
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8 16:25-17:00 

Impact of GP practice contracts on quality of care 
 
Presenter: Rita Santos (University of York, UK) 
Discussant: Ana Bobinac (University of Rijeka, UK) 

 18:00-19:00 Keynote 1: Aleksandra Torbica (EUHEA & Bocconi University, Italy) 

 From 19:00 Workshop dinner 

Session nr. Saturday 10th June 2023 

9 09:00-09:35 

Hit Where It Hurts: Healthcare Access and Intimate Partner Violence 
 
Presenter: Judit Vall Castello (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain) 
Discussant: Maarten Lindeboom (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
Netherlands) 

10 09:40-10:15 

Challenging the Suitability of QALY as a Measure of Healthcare 
Outcomes and Resource Allocation: Evidence from a Discrete Choice 
Experiment in Slovenia 
 
Presenter: Marko Ogorevc (Institute of Economic Research, 
Slovenia) 
Discussant: Zia Sadique (London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, UK) 

 10:15-10:25 Coffee break 

11 10:25-11:00 

The impact of primary care networks’ introduction on emergency 
hospitalisations: interrupted time series analysis 
 
Presenter: Lana Kovacevic (Imperial College London, UK) 
Discussant: Lana Kordić (University of Split, Croatia) 

12 11:05-11:40 

The Impact of the UK Hospitals Procurement Type on Facility 
Management Costs 
 
Presenter: Alena Podaneva (University of Luxembourg, 
Luxembourg) 
Discussant: Rachel Meacock (University of Manchester, UK) 

13 11:40-12:15 

The association of comorbid dementia with length of stay, cost and 
mortality among older adults in US acute hospitals: An observational 
study 
 
Presenter: Stephen O’Neill (London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, UK) 
Discussant: France Portrait (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
Netherlands) 

 
12:15-13:15 Keynote 2: Joan Costa-Font (London School of Economics, UK) 

 
13:15-13:20 Closing remarks 

 
13:20-14:00 Lunch break 

 
Sessions last 35 minutes, with about 15 minutes for authors, 15 minutes for discussants, and 5 minutes for Q&A 
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